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About the Course 

Whether we think about the 

environment and the effects of 

climate change, about 

international politics and the 

effects of particular economic 

trends, or about society and 

how it treats those who are 

least able to defend themselves 

against the powerful and the 

wealthy, the issue of justice is 

one that cannot be ignored 

today. It is also an issue that 

runs through many parts of the 

Bible. If we want to know what 

is “on God’s heart” and how we 

should live for God, then justice 

is something we should be 

thinking long and hard about. This course is based around three Old Testament books which in 

their different ways explore the issue of justice: the Psalms, Proverbs, and Job. What is justice? 

How should we aim to uphold justice? What does a just person look like? Psalms, Proverbs and 

Job have much to teach 2st-century Christians on these and other topics. Come and be 

challenged by the Word of God! 

 
About the Lecturer  

 Dr Philip Satterthwaite has been Lecturer in Old Testament and Biblical Hebrew at 

BGST since 1998. Before that he was Research Fellow in Hebrew & Aramaic at 

Tyndale House, Cambridge. 

  

His main research areas are: the Old Testament Historical books; the Septuagint. In 

2007  his  book  Exploring the  Old  Testament  2:  The Histories (written with J.G. 

McConville) was published by SPCK/IVP. Philip has preached and taught in a 

number of churches in Singapore. He is a member of Prinsep Street Presbyterian 

church. He is married to Eileen. Since 2011 he has been Principal of BGST. 

Dates (2020) 
Mar 18  
Apr 1, 15, 29    
May 13             
 
(7:15pm – 10:00pm) 
 

Location 
Prinsep Street Presbyterian Church 

77 Prinsep Street 
Singapore 188649 

Credits 
1.5 CR 
 
Class Format 
Live lectures 
 

Fees* 
S$225(Credit) 

S$120(Audit) 

* Students from Host Churches are 
entitled to 20% off credit courses  

only 
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Course Objectives 

OT 374 takes students through three central Old Testament books (Psalms, Proverbs and Job), with 

the aim of helping them see how pervasive the theme of justice is in these books, helping them 

come to terms with the teaching of these books on the topic of justice, and helping them reflect on 

how they might live out this teaching.  

 
Academic Information  

Course Text: 
K.J. Vanhoozer, C.A. Anderson and M.J. Sleasman, Everyday Theology: How to Read 
Cultural Texts and Interpret Trends 
 
This text (which is also the course text for ID 101) should be regarded as a reference work 
which will be help students in completing their final assignment for this course. Students are 
not required to read the text in its entirety, but they should at least read pp. 7-60 and one or 
two of the worked examples in the rest of the book which deal with particular cultural issues. 

 
Assignments: 
There are two assignments: 
 

(1) Students must give a class presentation lasting 10-15 minutes on one of a number of 
selected texts from Psalms, Proverbs and Job. The last two sessions (Apr 29 and May 
13) will be set aside for these presentations and for discussion of these presentations 
by the rest of the class. Students will be given advice regarding commentaries they can 
consult. At the end of their class presentation each student will be given a mark for 
their presentation; they will also be given some comments on how they could improve 
their presentation. If they wish, students may submit a revised version of their 
presentation after the end of the course, and their mark for this portion of the course 
will be based on this revised presentation. This revised presentation should be no 
more than 2000 words long. [50% of the grade point]  
 

(2) Students must also submit a short final assignment (1500 words) on the following topic: 
“What do the books of Psalms, Proverbs and Job have to say on one of the following 
issues: (i) environmental justice; (ii) economic justice; (iii) social justice; (iv) justice in 
personal relations.”  

 

This assignment, which can be in full note form or in essay form, must show both 
evidence of research into their chosen issue and the ability to bring texts from Psalms, 
Proverbs and Job to bear on this issue. The general approach of the assignment 
should be along the lines of that modelled in the course text. [50% of the grade point] 

 
 
 
 
 

 

For more information, contact us at Biblical Graduate School of Theology 

50 Kallang Pudding Road, #07-01, AMA Building S349326 

Tel: 65-62276815    bgst.edu.sg   Email: inquiry@bgst.edu.sg 
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