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About the Course 

Ecclesiastes, one of the most 

philosophical of the books of 

the Bible, also seems to be one 

of the most contemporary. 

Many today believe that life is 

essentially futile; Ecclesiastes 

seems to have reached the 

same conclusion thousands of 

years before. ‘Vanity, vanity!’ 

the book begins, and it seems 

to continue in the same spirit. 

Ecclesiastes is a puzzling book. 

It handles its ideas in a loose 

and unsystematic way, often 

seeming to set contradictory 

statements alongside one 

another. What, in the end, is the 

book saying? Does the writer really declare that everything is ‘vanity’ or ‘meaningless’? If that truly 

is what he means, how can he end by urging his readers to fear God and keep his commandments? 

In short, what are Christians to do with this book? How does Ecclesiastes speak to us today? 

These and other questions will be addressed by this course. 

 

About the Lecturer  

 Dr Philip Satterthwaite has been Lecturer in Old Testament and Biblical Hebrew at 

BGST since 1998. Before that he was Research Fellow in Hebrew & Aramaic at 

Tyndale House, Cambridge. 

  

His main research areas are: the Old Testament Historical books; the Septuagint. In 

2007  his  book  Exploring the  Old  Testament  2:  The Histories (written with J.G. 

McConville) was published by SPCK/IVP. Philip has preached and taught in a 

number of churches in Singapore. He is a member of Prinsep Street Presbyterian 

church. He is married to Eileen.  

 

Dates (2020) 
Jan 8, 22       
Feb 5, 19   
Mar 4 
(7:15pm – 10:00pm) 
 

Location 
Prinsep Street Presbyterian Church 

77 Prinsep Street 
Singapore 188649 

Credits 
1.5 CR 
 
Class Format 
Live lectures  
(with some recorded 
material) 
 

Fees* 
S$225(Credit) 
S$120(Audit) 

* Students from Host Churches are 
entitled to 20% off credit courses 

only 
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Course Objectives 

OT 353 will take students through Ecclesiastes in some detail, also reviewing some recent commentaries 

on the book, in order to give students a clearer understanding of the main interpretative issues in 

Ecclesiastes, and a better idea of how they may apply the book to themselves and the world of the 21st 

century AD. 

 

Academic Information  

 
Course Text: 

K.J. Vanhoozer, C.A. Anderson and M.J. Sleasman, Everyday Theology: How to Read 
Cultural Texts and Interpret Trends 
 
This text (which is also the course text for ID 101) should be regarded as a reference work 
which will be of help to students in completing their assignment for this course. Students 
are not required to read the text in its entirety, but they should at least read pp. 7-60 and 
one or two of the worked examples in the rest of the book which deal with particular 
cultural issues. 

 
Assignments:  
There is just one assignment: 
 

Students must write an essay of 2500 – 3500 words about a contemporary issue which 
they believe the Book of Ecclesiastes addresses: e.g., consumerism; the entertainment 
industry; contemporary attitudes towards death.  
 
The essay must show both evidence of research into their chosen issue and an awareness 
of the different views of selected commentators on those parts of Ecclesiastes which they 
believe have a bearing on this issue. The general approach of the essay (though not 
necessarily the format) should be along the lines of that modelled in the course text. To help 
them in completing the assignment, students may, if they wish, present a first draft of their 
essay in the final session, on Mar 4th. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For more information, contact us at Biblical Graduate School of Theology 
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