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About the Course 

This course examines the book of 
Acts as a literary and theological 
document by paying attention to 
the intended purpose of Acts, the 
historical context of the Greco-
Roman world, and insights from 
archaeology. We will also explore 
the expansion of the church and the 
various themes in Acts that include 
the Holy Spirit, persecution and 
suffering, conflicts in ministry, 
Pauline mission to the Gentiles, 
speeches, journey motifs, and 
recent emerging critical 
methodologies, amongst others. 
We will also pay attention to 
significant turning points in the 
narrative in Acts that have impact 
for mission, expansion, and growth 
of the early church, and then 
consider how we may draw lessons from these narratives in our church today, particularly in the 
post-COVID-19 context.  

 
About the Lecturer  

Rev Dr Lim Kar Yong is Lecturer in New Testament Studies and Director of 
Postgraduate Studies, at Seminari Theoloji Malaysia, Seremban. He also 
serves as Adjunct Lecturer in a number of seminaries in Malaysia and the 
region and regularly preaches and conducts seminars in churches. He has 
authored four books – The Sufferings of Christ are Abundant in Us: A Narrative 
Dynamics Investigation of Paul’s Sufferings in 2 Corinthians; Metaphors and 
Social Identity Formation in Paul’s Letters to the Corinthians; Jesus the 
Storyteller; and Following Jesus, and numerous essays. Kar Yong maintains his personal website 
at: www.karyonglim.com  
 
 

Dates (2020) 
October 23, 30   
November 6, 20, 27 
December 4 
 
(7:30pm–9:30pm) 
 

Location 
Zoom Classroom 

Credits 
1.5 CR 
 
Class Format 
Zoom Class 
 
 
 

Fees* 
S$225(Credit) 
S$120(Audit) 

 
* Students from Host Churches  

are entitled to 20% off  
credit courses only 
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Academic Information  

Course Objective: 

Upon completion of the course, it is hoped that the student will: 

i. demonstrate understanding of the structural and literary dynamics of the book of Acts. 
ii. display familiarity with the discussion of the purpose and central message of Acts and ability 

to trace selective themes/motifs in Acts. 
iii. demonstrate an awareness of how contemporary scholarship and emerging methodologies 

view and interpret Acts.  
iv. develop key ideas, themes, and content for teaching and preaching Acts in our present 

post-COVID-19 context.  
 

Course Texts:   

1. E. J. Schnabel. Acts. ZECNT. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2012. 

2. C. Kavin Rowe. World Upside Down: Reading Acts in the Graeco-Roman Age. Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 2009. 

Assignments:  

1. Reading Acts.  
Read Acts right through at least twice by using a translation of your choice before the start 
of the course. Write brief responses to the following questions:  
a. What do you notice and what impression does the book as a whole leave with you? 
b. What are some of the repeated themes, or major turning points in Acts?  
c. What do you think are the purposes of Acts? 
d. What could possibly be an outline of the book of Acts?  
e. List 5 questions you may have on reading Acts that you hope to find answers in the 

class.  
 

Total length is approximately 1000-1200 words. Your paper is due on the first day of class. 
(20%) 

 
2. Research Paper.  

Write a research paper of approximately 2,500 words on any passage or theme in Acts. 
Attached to the paper should be an additional 1-2-page outline of a Bible study or expository 
sermon. Please consult the instructor concerning your passage or theme before beginning to 
work on your paper. (80%)  

 

For more information, contact us at Biblical Graduate School of Theology 
50 Kallang Pudding Road, #07-01, AMA Building Singapore 349326 
Tel: 65-62276815  bgst.edu.sg Email: registration@bgst.edu.sg 


