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About the Course 

Anthropology is the study of human 
beings, their worldview, rituals and 
artistic expressions, in short, their 
culture. Knowing and understanding 
culture will enable Christians to 
appreciate the richness and diversity 
of human cultures, and so discern 
which of our values and motivations 
are cultural. This will then enable us 
to differentiate between cultural and 
biblical values; which will then form a 
basis for Christian ministry of 
evangelism, mission, discipleship and 
contextualisation which is culturally 
appropriate and biblically based.   

 
 

 

About the Lecturer 

Dr Kwa Kiem-Kiok is Lecturer in Missiology and Interdisciplinary studies. She 
brings her legal and theological training, as well as work experience in the 
marketplace, church and para-church organisations into this role. Previously 
she was lecturer and registrar at East Asia School of Theology where she 
taught a variety of courses in intercultural studies. She has published on a 
diverse range of subjects including a contextual commentary on Matthew (ATA, 
2017), contributed to the Dictionary of Christian Spirituality (Zondervan, 2011) 
as well as on religious harmony in Faith in an Age of Terror (BGST, 2018). She and her husband, 
a Methodist pastor, enjoy walking in the outdoors. 
 
 
  

Dates (2020) 
September 17, 24 
October 1, 8, 15, 29 
 
(7:15pm – 10:00pm) 
 

Location 
TBA 

 

Credits 
1.5CR 
 
 
Class Format 
Blended Learning  
(Live / Online 
Lectures & Tutorials) 
 

Fees* 
S$225(Credit) 
S$120 (Audit) 

 

* Students from Host Churches 
are entitled to 20% off credit 

courses only 
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Course Objectives 

Upon completion of the course, it is hoped that the student will: 

i. acquire a working knowledge of some anthropological terms and concepts in order to 
understand a culture. 

ii. analyse their own cultural framework to grow in greater self-understanding. 

iii. develop a basis to meaningfully and effectively engage the world in evangelism, 
discipleship and missions using this understanding of culture.  

 

Academic Information 

Course Text & Readings 

Textbook – Brian Howell and Jenell Paris, Introducing Cultural Anthropology: A Christian 
Perspective (Baker Academic, 2010).  

Crouch, Andy. “It’s Time to Talk about Power.” Christianity Today, October 2013. 32 – 37.  

Dye, Wayne T. “Biblical Absolutes and Cultural Variation.” International Journal of Frontier 
Missiology. 31:1 Spring 2014. 5-14.  

Hibbert, Richard and Hibbert, Evelyn. “Contextualizing Sin for Cross Cultural Evangelism.” 
Missiology: An International Review, 2014, Vol 42(3): 309-321.  

Mann, David P. “Toward Understanding Gift-Giving in Relationships.” Missiology: An International 
Review, Vol. XVIII, No.1, Jan 1990: 49-60. 

These articles will be available on Moodle.  

 

Assignments 

1. Attendance, reading and participation in class. Students are expected to complete the 
readings before class as there will be discussion based on the reading. 

2. 3 Reflection Papers (20% each)  
3. Final Paper (30%)   
4. Presentation (10%)  
 

 
For more information, contact us at Biblical Graduate School of Theology 

50 Kallang Pudding Road, #07-01, AMA Building Singapore 349326 
Tel: 65-62276815  bgst.edu.sgEmail: registration@bgst.edu.sg 


