A from Cape Town
20 Mar 2009

“You know we never used flattery, nor did we put on a mask to cover up greed—God is our witness. We were not looking for
praise from men, not from you or anyone else.” (1 Thessalonians 2:5)

Greetings to you all in the name of Jesus, our Saviour!

As | reflect on the past couple of months of settling and adjusting back into South African culture,
it has been a time of some frustration but it has mostly been a time of answered prayers. So it is
with great joy that | am writing this letter to you, thanking the Lord for His faithfulness and
trusting daily in the knowledge that our God is sovereign and that He has our lives planned and
purposed for His glory.

Last year, when considering returning to South Africa, as you may know, | contacted the
leadership of St James Church, my home church in Cape Town, proposing a ministry
partnership with them in a few areas. These areas of ministry included working with the pastoral
team in raising missions awareness, working with Youth at St James, Harbour Mission and
finally being involved in working in a largely underprivileged area called Khayelitsha.

The leadership was positive about my return and indicated that we would have further
discussions in Cape Town to see which areas of ministry would best suit my ministry gifts and
strengths. In the light of this since my return the pastoral leadership team has encouraged me to
take time to investigate and to assess various ministry options. This process has taken time and
much prayer.

Over the last few weeks | have met with Mrs Cheryl Crowie, a women who works amongst
schools in an area called Mannenberg. Historically, Mannenberg is a very poor area which was
populated by the apartheid government through forced removals. Since then it has been an
area neglected by government and has an extremely high rate of unemployment, crime and
drug related gangster activity. Cheryl works in 9 schools in that area with an organization called
“The St James Trust”.

This trust was established to assist previously disadvantaged communities through the official
education institutions. They assistance in the following ways: Provide basic educational
resources/provisions at primary school level, for example. Literature, stationery, teaching aids,
etc. Assist at tertiary level, in the training and equipping of teachers. (A fundamental change in
the attitudes, morals and ethics of children can be achieved via their educators.) And also run
weekend leadership training camps for learners. All these areas of involvement have a gospel
element as Cheryl is committed to helping children and introducing them to Christ.

After much prayerful consideration, Sarah and | felt that | was not the person to be involved in
that ministry. My passion for preaching, teaching and discipling would not be used as much, as
the work would have a heavy social work aspect to it. | believe my focus in being in South Africa
is to preach the gospel and to disciple and not to be a social worker. So | looked at another area
of ministry in Khayelitsha.



As a missionary | have always seen the challenge of working among the black people as
something close to my "heartbeat". And so | met with Rev Siegfried Ngubane and talked through
the work that he is doing in Khayelitsha. After discussions, visits to the area, attending various
meetings and much prayer | indicated to Pastor Siegfried that | would like to be part of a team
working under the his leadership as the Pastor in charge of Mandela Park Church situated
Khayelitsha.

Mandela Park Community Church is a church plant of St James and their staff team work
closely with the St James Pastoral team. They have a strong partnership so | would still be
working in partnership with St James as my base. | am excited about the prospects and have
loved being part of their meetings. This past week | had the privilege of leading their devotion at
the Wednesday prayer meeting and was hugely blessed and encouraged through it. The Lord
has opened a great door for Sarah and myself and we would covert your prayers as we get
more involved in this community.

Please do pray with us as we consider language studies as we will have to learn Xhosa. This is
an extremely difficult language and is hard on the tongue. Many of the folk in Khayelitsha speak
English but it is always better to preach and teach in the language of the people.

We would also covert your prayers for us as we will also be involved in working amongst
Seafarers on a regular basis as we visit vessels who visit the Port of Cape Town. Our permits
for this have been approved and so Sarah and | can take up this ministry, which we left before
coming to Singapore, but it will not be as regular as it was then. This is due to the time we
spent reflecting on what the Lord would have us do in ministry and | believe that a combination
of the work in the harbour and in Khayelitsha will exercise not only my gifts in evangelism but
also in teaching and preaching on a regular basis.

Working together in a staff team is also a huge encouragement to both Sarah and myself and as
we work in these two main areas we are also involved in St James as our local church. We have
made ourselves to be available to assist in pastoral visits, discipleship and any other pastoral
needs which may arise. The Lord has been so good to us, and the time it has taken to get to
this place, even though it has taken time, has been able to help us see clearly how and where
best to serve our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Sarah and | thank God that Joseph and Daniel have worked hard for their study and grown up in
Christ day by day. No doubt in this way that it is done by all your prayer.

| would like to close my letter showing you some photos.
May God be glorified!

Sam and Sarah, Joseph and Daniel in Cape Town.
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With preacher Lonwabo at Madela Park Church
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Sunday School Time to listen to the word of God

Family near at Simons Town



