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Praise Repor t, 7th November  2008 
 
o  Praise God for his ever-abiding strength – Timothy and Sharlene survived the second 

intensive month of residency for the academic year!   
 
o  Praise God for the boys’ developments! Matthew, our 

eldest son (5 years old) has just learned how to ride a 
bicycle. It’s a thrill to see him almost perfecting his skills 
just after 3 brief sessions! There is now one more 
entertaining activity for Matthew besides attending his 

daily 3 hours Kindergarten 
classes 5 days per week. It is also 
kind of fun to hear him pray 
everyday for family members and 
friends (local and overseas)! 
Owen, our middle boy (3-year 
old) is nearing the end of his ‘potty’  training. He is almost 
able to visit the ‘ loo’  without bring prompted, and what a 
relief it must have been for Sharlene! Zachary, (now 7 

months+ old) is crawling and enjoying his 2nd stage Geber baby food. He even tries to 
stand on many occasions! 

 
o  God granted us favor with the bank/loan/seller’s representative officers. We are 

finally closer to ratifying a housing contract. Soon, we would finalize our loans for 
the purchase of a small 3-bedroom town-home. 
The unit is located in a safe neighborhood with 
good amenities, e.g., good school, library, YMCA 
(sports-swimming hall), grocery, shopping mall. 
To have all of these amenities within a mile from a 
prospective unit and at an affordable price is a rare 
deal. Praise God for favor, guidance and wisdom 
on all who have been involved in assisting us in 
this process, including our God-assigned God-
fearing and professional real estate agent, Susan Jenkins! We are just musing if this 
may be a ‘God-sent opportunity’ when the student housing announced again an 
increase in rental with effect in Jan 2009. We will end up paying a lesser monthly 
mortgage as compared to the rental rate for student housing!  

 
o  Thank God for his intervention to help retrieve a substantial amount of my work and 

family pictures when the hard-disk in my laptop crashed last month! I had only to 
rework my presentation papers and research notes for the intensive sessions. It was 
scary as the incident took place just 4 days prior to my recent intensive, and that 
meant several days of sleepless nights to get back on speed for classes!  

 
o  Thank God for each of you our dear friends, prayer partners and loved ones, from 

Singapore, Asia, and United States! Looking at our challenging lifestyle and how 
much we have been able to accomplish in a short 6 months here, we know that it must 
have been God’s answer to your persistent prayers that sustain us! 
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Prayer I tems, November – December  2008 
 
1. For God to assist us in doing all that is necessary to get the house in order. This 

includes arranging for an appraisal, finalizing renovations for the town-home (at 
Greenbrier), and thereafter to source for furniture and appliances for the home. If 
everything goes well, we would move-in by end December 2008 or early January 
2009.  We must vacate from the student housing by 1 January 2009 (or else we would 
have to remain in the rental housing till the end of May 2009 as per the contract). 
Please pray that everything would proceed smoothly. This is desirous also because we 
hope to have a little break during the Christmas season and hope to drive to visit some 
friends in other parts of the USA. This can only take 
place if the house is properly done, and as soon as I 
turn in my papers for the semester. 
 

2. For God to continue to grant us health and wisdom 
as we get adjusted/settled to living here, with the 
change of weather. It is now autumn and the sun sets 
much earlier than in summer. With shorter daylight 
and colder weather, we find ourselves more prone to 
falling ill. The boys have been taking turns to fall sick. And as they take turns to wake 
up regularly at night, it has affected all our rest.  

 
3. For God to grant Sharlene, love, joy and peace 

as she takes on the role to nurture the boys, 
especially when the dad is perpetually at his 
desk for studies/work.  

 
4. For God to open up a driving education course 

(36 hours) for Sharlene. She was not able to 
enroll for any classes, nor undergo any driving 

theory and practical tests. The car insurance company has extended the dateline till 
end December 2008 – international drivers’ license is not accepted for an 
international who resides in the state of Virginia for more than 3 months. 

 
5. For God to grant me wisdom and supernatural ability to integrate all that I am 

learning and reading critically for both my coursework, and for framing my 
dissertation proposal. I would need to sharpen my speed-reading skills, critical 
thinking skills, and especially, writing skills. This would then enable me to complete 
all my current and upcoming research papers with excellence, as well as to prepare 
for the new modules that are coming up in Spring (January 2009).  

        
6. This would include the self-study German language program I have yet to begin. 

There is a proficiency test by the end of the first year. A pass grade is necessary. 
Please pray that God will grant me both the time and the linguistic ability! 
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7. For ability to complete the work for my two professors proficiently and expediently. 
These include proofread, typeset, and index books scheduled for publication, research 
for 1 of my professors, and etc..  

 
8. For each of our children’s growth and development. Our special concern is for 

Matthew Lim who will be transferring to a different public school when we move into 
Greenbrier (in December 2008, or January 2009). Matthew has just got familiar with 
his school/teachers/friends, and he will be in transition again. In America, children 
attend designated public schools according to their home address. So, do pray with us 
that he will quickly make new friends, and enjoy his new home and 
school/teacher/friends. 

 
9. For God to grant us family unity and good family 

time amidst changing semesters and lifestyle. 
 

10. For God to teach us to continually draw close to 
Him, and be sensitive to what He may be saying to 
us, or be wanting us to do. This would include the 
few people God has sent into our paths for us to 
journey with them pastorally. 

 
 
Bethesda Chapel, BGST & Our other few Prayer Warriors, we have been thinking and 
praying for God’s blessings upon each of you! 
 
Thanks for journeying with us! 
 
Do download the free international call facility – www.skype.com to have a chat with us! 
 
 
 
Blessings  
Tim, Shar, Matt, Owen and Zach. 
 
 
 
Skype id :  worldtim (for Tim);   

mozboys1 (for Shar) 
    
Email  : worldtim@hotmail.com;  

shar@asia.com   
 
Tel  :  757-401-7145 (Hp) 
 


